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Abstract:

This presentation intends to indicate a possibility that “plush toy(or teddy bear)culture”,
which is developing progressively especially in Asia, can become a new academic object to be
considered.

Academic research on plush toys has been mainly conducted from pedagogical and
psychoanalysis viewpoints, plush toys being treated as a child’s “transitional object”.
However, today plush toys are something beyond such a subject; one can find plush toys as
art works, and objects that both children and adults live with, thus plush toys can be
researched from a more cultural approach. In Japan, high quality-plush toys are produced,
and many adults carry and enjoy them.

Considering ‘plush toy’ from the aesthetic approach, and then orientating it into the
technical/engineering area, possibly adds a new focal point to academia.



